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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To enable image area separation in a picture, wliere a simple 
binary area and a pseudo half tone area are mixed, by separating the area 
for the unit of a picture element with the matrix of (m)X(n) picture 
elements as a referring picture element. 

CONSTITUTION: Data for one line in a main scanning direction inputted to a 
shift register 1 are inputted to 6 line memories 2a-2f of a line memory 
group 3, which outputs parallel data for six picture elements in a sub 
scanning direction, and written into six bit register 3a-3f of a shift 
register group 3. At such a time, the data are shift-inputted to the six 
bit registers 3a-3g in the main scanning direction and picture element 
density data are taken out by the matrix of (m) lines X (n) picture 
elements and latched to the latch of a latch group 4. This (m)X(n) matrix 
is inputted to an image area separating circuit 5 and it is decided whether 
a central attention picture element is included in a simple binary picture 
or in a pseudo half tone picture. Then, the area is separated for the unit 
of the picture element with the matrix of the (m)X(n) picture elements as 
the referring picture element. 
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